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1. PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH DUC AND PHUONG ON NOVEMBER 29 
LASTED SOME TWO AND A HALF HOURS. DUC PRESENTED PRESIDENT 
NIXON WITH A 24-PAGE DOUBLE- SPACED LETTER FROM PRESIDENT THIEU 
WHICH ATTACKED NORTH VIETNAMESE INTRANSIGENCE, EMPHASIZED THE 
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UNSATISFACTORY CHARACTER OF THE CURRENT DRAFT, NOTED INEVITABLE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE DUPLICITY AND THE ESSENTIALITY OF. THE PRINCIPLE 
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE WITHDRAWAL AND THE INADEQUACIES OF THE CUR- 
RENT LANGUAGE ON THE POLITICAL SOLUTION* THIEU S LETTER ALSO 
EMPHASIZED THE GVN HAD BEEN MAKING MAJOR EFFORTS TO PUT FORTH 
CONSTRUCTIVE FORMULAS, DENIED PROVOKING A PRESS CAMPAIGN, HINTED 
THAT IT WAS TIME FOR THE TWO LEADERS TO DISCUSS FRANKLY THE OB- 
JECTIVES OF A SATISFACTORY PEACE SETTLEMENT AND OFFERED TO RE- | 

LEASE IMMEDIATELY 10,000 NVA PRISONERS IN A SEPARATE ARRANGEMENT g 

WHICH WOULD PERMIT RETURN OF U.S* PRISONERS. WE WILL SEND YOU 

THE FULL TEXT. 


2. THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED THAT HE INTENDED TO PROCEED WITH 
THE SCHEDULE OUTLINED BY ME IN PARIS AND URGED DUC TO INFORM 


THIEU THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE U.S. AND THE GVN PROCEED 
TOGETHER. HE MADE THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC POINTS: 

-- I ALWAYS SPEAK FOR HIM. 



~ PRESIDENT THIEU* S AND MR. DUC*S PRESENTATIONS WERE 
MOVING AND PERCEPTIVE; HOWEVER, THE TIME HAS COME 
TO FACE UP TO CERTAIN REALITIES* 
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— THE DRAFT AGREEMENT .MEETS U.S. AND GVN MUTUAL OBJECTIVES 
AND THE U.S, FOUGHT HARD FOR ALL GVN CONCERNS. 


— HE IS INSTRUCTING. ME TO MAKE FINAL SETTLEMENT AT THE 
SESSION NEXT WEEK.. 

« 

. * 

— THE GVN MUST DECIDE WHETHER WE ARE TO PROCEED JOINTLY 
OR WHETHER THE U.S. MUST PROCEED ALONE. IN THE LATTER 

1 

CASE, THE U.S. CONGRESS WILL CUT OFF ALL MILITARY AND. J 

ECONOMIC AID WITHIN WEEKS. Q 


— PRESIDENT NIXON PROVIDED STRONG PERSONAL ASSURANCES TO 
PRESIDENT THIEU THAT HE WILL RESPOND WITH FULL FORCE 
SHOULD THE SETTLEMENT BE VIOLATED BY NORTH VIETNAM AND 
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COMMITTED THE UNITED STATES TO CONTINUED ASSISTANCE IN 

4 

, THE POST- SETTLEMENT PERIOD. 


— FINALLY, THE PRESIDENT PROMISED TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING 
STEPS IF THE GVN JOINS THE U.S. IN A POSITIVE FASHION? 


1. HE WILL MAKE A STATEMENT AT THE TIME OF SIGNING THAT 
THE U.S. RECOGNIZES THE GVN AS THE ONLY LEGAL GOVERN- 
MENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM; 


* 2. THE U.S. DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT OF ANY FOREIGN 
TROOPS TO BE PRESENT ON GVN TERRITORY; 


3. THE UrS. WILL REACT STRONGLY IN THE EVENT OF VIOLATION; . 


A . THE PRESIDENT IS PREPARED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 
PERSONALLY WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER THE AGREEMENT IS SIGNED, 


w 
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5* DUC ARGUED PERSISTENTJLY AND EFFECTIVELY, AND SUGGESTED AN EARLY 
MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT NIXON AND PRESIDENT THIEU. PRESIDENT NIXON 
INSISTED THAT SUCH A MEETING SHOULD OCCUR AFTER A SETTLEMENT HAS 
BEEN ARRIVED AT SINCE A SUMMIT BETWEEN THE TtfO LEADERS THAT FAILED 
WOULD -BE DISASTROUS. 

4 

4. FOLLOWING THE MEETING, DUC AND PHUONG MET WITH ME IN MY OFFICE 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL HOUR AND 45 MINUTES, DURING WHICH DUC SUGGESTED 
THAT THERE WERE THREE BASIC ISSUES ON WHICH WE WOULD HAVE TO OB- J 
TAIN ADDITIONAL CONCESSIONS FROM HANOI: <3 

m 

U SOME ARTICULATION OF THE PRINCIPLE THAT NORTH VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS HAVE NO RIGHT TO BE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THIS PRIN- 
CIPLE IS MORE CRUCIAL THAN LIMITED ACTUAL WITHDRAWAL. 

2. ELIMINATION OF THE TRI-PARTITE CHARACTER OF THE CNCR AND 
A PROPER DESCRIPTION OF IT, AND 


3. NO MENTION OF THE PRG IN THE TEXT OF THE AGREEMENT. 
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I EXPLAINED TO DUC THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF ACHIEVING ALL OF THESE 
THINGS AND INSISTED THAT HE CONSIDER CAREFULLY THE ABSOLUTE MINI- 
MUM ESSENTIAL CONCESSIONS WHICH THE GVN MUST HAVE AND MEET WITH 

♦ 

ME AGAIN ON THE MORNING OF NOVEMBER 30 TO COMPLETE THE FINAL 
STRATEGY FOR NEXT WEEK’S SESSION. I AM MEETING WITH HIM AT 
9:15 A.M. ON NOVEMBER 30 AND WILL BRING HIM IN TO THE PRESIDENT 
LATER THIS MORNING TO BE SURE THAT THERE ARE ABSOLUTELY NO MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS ABOUT THE PRESIDENT’S DETERMINATION TO PROCEED. 


WARM REGARDS. 
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